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SAND MILES WITH
AN ARMY OF SHEEP.

By R. H. Daly, of Omaha, Neb,

I have for years been engaged at
various times in the handling of sheep,
being what Is called a “'sheep feeder.”
A “feeder” is a man who recelves
sheep from the ranges into the feed-
lots, where they are fattened for mar-
ket; and he is distinguished from 9
breeder,” who grows his sheep on
@' range. Some years since 1 con-
"ted with a Mexican gentleman liv-
ing In Santa Fe, in New Mexico, to
Duy 80,000 New Mexico sheep. Owing
to some difficulties with the railroad
company in the matter of feight rates
I determined to have the sheep
sirailed through” to Nehraska, which
in: Western parlance means driving
ihem overland. My ranch and feed lots
were at that time located at Stevenson,
in Central Nebraska; and it was my
fntention to get the sheep to my yards,
there fatten them on grain, and then
send them to the Omaha market,

then turn them out and hold them to-
gether while I counted the rest. It
turned out later timt this gave us
plenty to do, and besides, gave abun-
dant chances for fraud. From what
follows you will understand why I do
not give the Mexican’s name. 'The
corral wag filled with sheep and I took
my statlon at the chute to count as
they streamed through. Now, it Is
dizzy work counting sheep. 1 could
count up to about 500, and then I
would become so dizzy watching the
swiftly moving stream of anlmals that
I would have suddenly to shut the
gate that closed the narrow exit,
which was just wide enough for a
sheep to pass through. This done, 1
would jot down the number in my
note-book and then let my foreman,
John Martin, take my place as long as
he could stand it. We were getting
along nicely, and had counted up to
6000, when Martin made an unpleas-
ant discovery, The gate which was
the entranee to the first corral was
next to the partition fence, and the
“greaser’” who was tending the gate
was foreing sheep through the loose
fence back into the first corral, when
they would be counted the second
time!

.. 4 bad contracted for the sheep in
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the spring, and if I had consigned
them by train I should not have re-
ceived them all before October. But
as I decided to “tail” them in, it was
1l otuily to receive them fu _the
spring, for the drive Wobld certainly
take close upon &% Mmonths,

In the month of April T éngaged my
men; 1 also bought two good heavy
carts as ‘“‘grug wagons;” four strong
muleg, and two good saddle-horses, to-
gether with all camp utensils and oth-
er necessities for the trip. The wag-
ong, mules, ete, I sent down to Santa
Fe by freight, My men sent at the
ame time their tarpaulinsg and blank-
etg, Two men next went down with
the goods and animals to take care of |
them. The others followed with me
a little later om a passenger train.
Altogether there were seventeen men
in my employ detailed to bring the
sheep through. Two were to act as
foremen, two as cooks, and the others
as herders,. It was necessary to divide
the sheep into two flocks for driving;
hience the two foremen and cooks, 1
bought my supplies in Nebragka, be-
cause 1 could get them cheaper there
ihan in Santa Fe, and, besides, 1 was
sure of getting what I wanted.

Arrived at Santa Ie, we immedi-
stely. set about getting the sheep to-
gether ready for their long drive. The
Mexlean with whom I had contracted
for the 30,000 had, in turn, sub-con-
tracted with numerous small Mexican
rapchmen for the required number.
His agreement with me was to deliver
st Santa Fe the specified number and
quality of animals. There were sev-
eral reasons for buying in this way.
Tor example, the Mexicans in the out-
lying distrits know nothing of money
drafts and cheques, and gold would
bave to accompany every nurch&st_‘,
And to trgyerse thege wild hifls and

fied No sabe.”

Sirons with wmoney {n ong's posges-
glgn Would bg ﬁosul\?‘; mz}zn 8, gg?-
] " & -
w, indeeg, i had A Well-armed
ompaid ag a body-guard. war i
# WWell, the small bands of sheep were
gpeedily brought in and grazed around
the town, until finally my Mexican
told me through his interpreter that
he was ready to hand over the lot.
Mhese grandees, by the way, usually
profess not to speak English, and so
all negotiations have to be conducted

through an interpreter.

I bhad bought 18,000 lambs and 12,-
900 two and three-year-old wethers,
We first undertook to count the weth-
erg. The flock, or band as it is termed
there, was “rounded up” and got ready
1o run through the corrals, Two
fimey corrals were constructed, side
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by side, with only a division fence
between them, Irom the first corral
a V-gpute with a narrow gate at the
end led into the second. The. sheep
were driven into the first pen or cor-
ral until It was filled, and then were
eounted through the chute into th
decond. Onpe thing which added o
the difficulty of counting was the faqt
that the corral was not large enou

to hbld the whole number at once, I
%ad te count part of thew first, and

~opest 8 Y% - -

Martln at once informed me of the
frand, and I stopped the count and
hailed our Mexican friend. 'To our
acousations he replied with’a digni-
Martin then hustled
up the swarthy interpreter, and we
gave them some lively talk, but it left
the senor quite undisturbed. The in-
terpreter finally told us the greaser
“wouldn’t do it again,” but that did
not settle for what had been recount-
ed. The delay was annoying and it
took us the whole of that day to count
the 12,000 wethers and get them out
go we could hold them safely that
night.

The next morning the wethers were
started on their thousand-mile trip to
Nebraska, The 12,000 animals were
divided into five bands, each in charge
of a herder on foot. One extra man
went along to act as night wateh,
The cook traveled in the wagon, and
the foreman of the gang, Tom Bar-
rett, rode on horsgeback,

The day after starting the wethers
Martin and I undertook to count the
18,000 lambs. As on the first day, we
were well under way when we discov-
ered another fraud. One of my men
detected a “greaser” in the aet of
driving a small band, which had been
counted and turned out, around
through & ravine and back towards
the host of sheep waiting to enter the
first corral. We stopped the swindler
in time, however. I then scattered my
men out at all points where fraud
might be attempted, and then proceed-
ed with the count.

The morning after we had counted
the lambe we stated them after the
others. I hired a horse from a Banta

best of the feed and not leaving
enough tender stuff for our lambs.
They were travelling slowly, and Mr,
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WITH THIS SMALL OUTFIT THE MEN AC-
COMPLISHED THEIR GREAT TASK OF
priviyg 80,000 SHEEP A THOUBAND
MILES,

Martin determined to get ahead, So
we made a night drive, overtook them,
made a circuit around their eamp, and
the next morning our lawhs were lead-
ing the way.

New Mexico is always a dry region,
and the spring bhad been unusualiy
dry, so that the grass was not very
good and tbe dust something terrible.
Dust, by the way, is always the worst
feature of the trail, 'The cloud that
hangs over the flock looks, from a
distance, like the smoke from a prai-
rie fire, OQur faces were black most of
the time. We all wore eye shields of
tinted isinglass to protect our eyes,
otherwise some of us might have gone
blind.

After we had passed Las Vegns,
some fifty miles from Santa e, wa he-
gan to descend from the high levcls
to the lower plains, and the hills were
almost impassable.

From Las Vegas on into Colorado the
grass was Dburned brown with the
drought, and water was scarce. Of
course we had to depend on ponds or
streamms for our water supply. Some
of it was pretty thick—""thick enough,’
the boys said, “to carry in a gunny-
sack.”” But a man is not at all par-
ticular when he is “on the trail.”
Sheep are not heavy drinkers and can
do without water if there are heavy
dews on the grass, but on this occa-
gion the air was so dry that dews
were very lght, and much of the time
there were none at all. IFinally, we
were without water altogether, and
for five days the sheep had no water
at all. We hoarded the little we had,
but at length it was all gone, For
two whole days, in intense July heat,
we hadn't a drop for ourselyes. The
gheep had been five days without wa-
ter when we approached the Canadian
River, We were fully a mile from the
pank when the poor animals seented
the Water and stampeded. We did
our very best, but we might as well
have tried to stop the wind. In one
mad whirling rush, gathering gpeed
as they went, the bands crowded to-
gether and reached the river in a
dense, struggling mags. They plunged
in. c¢limbing over each other, and pil-
ing up until it looked as if we might
lose them all. We, of course, plunged
after them, towing, dragging, ‘ml
throwing sheep out of the river, until
every man was quite exhausted. When
we got the flock out of the tangle we
found there was no fewer than S00
lambs drowned, Mvy, Martin rode back
to warn the other outfit to hold their
bands at a safe digtance from the riv-
er and bring on one band at a time.
This was done, and so they were able
to get across without loss.

Of course we had to replenish our
stores occasionally, and our cook
would go across country to some town
near us when we needed something,
Our principal fare was bread, bacon
and gravy. Bread was baked every
day in the big camp kettle. It might
be supposed that we had mutton for
dinner sometimes, but we did not,
though we had nearly 30,000 sheep In
frout of us. Very few sheep men will
eat mutton, 1 myself would Lave to
be very hungry indeed to cat it, =
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THE VAST “ARMY"

SAFELY INSTALLED IN MR,

STEVENBON.

Fe stable and went with them for a
ghort distance, riding on ahead with
Martin to overtake the first outfit,
Convinced that the men knew their
business and would make the great
divide without serious trouble, 1 re-
turned to Banta Fe. Then, as my
business interests would not permit of
longer absepce, I returned to Nebras-
ka by rail. As to the details of the
trip, Mr. Charles Taylor, who was one

of my herders and is still In my em-
ploy, will give them: '
| I started ag n herder with the bunch
of lambs which Mr. Daly had bought
in Santa Fe, and was with the outfit
for the whole trip. There were some
features of the trip which might have
been called hardships, but 1 myself
enjoyed it, I have worked with sheep
the greater part of ten years, and do
pot mind a little inconvenience,

Onr 18,000 lambs were run in six
bands, with a herder In charge of
each; so there were flve herders be-
gides myself, Mr, Martin was fore-
man of our crew, Frank Willis was
cook on our wagon, aud John Norris
was night herder. We Jeft Santy Fe
on the 1st day of May, and the weath-
er was hot, On the second day we
discovered that the wethers which
were abead of us were geiting the

We followed no roads, hut struck
out across open country wherever for-
age was good, At night we always
tried to find a hillside for the camp,
Sheep have a great many peculiar no-
tions, and will only lie down quietly
on a hillside. We made only about
eight miles a day, as we gave the
sheep plenty of time to graze. While
the rest of us slept the night waten
went his rourlds, moving about the
edge of the camp and keeping a sharp
look-out for wolves, Both our outfit
and the flock of wethers were man-
aged in the same way.

Pasging through Colorado we often
had to eross ranches, for there is bt
little open range left in the eastern
part of the State. And sometimes we
were hard pressed to keep from dam-
aging crops. On geveral occasions
ranchmen demanded small damages,
which Mr. Martin always pald,

1t was early summer when we start-
ed, and we kept on through midsum-
mer in the dry heat and alkall dust
till the grass was browned by frost.
Across Nebraska we took the straight.
est line for the Platte River to get
water. We reached the river opposite
North Platte—the very first town I had
geen in a journey of nine hundred
miles, - - -

wh————

On one occaglon we approached s
large cornfleld, and found that we
could save three miles by going
through it instead of around. Martin
said, simply, “Take ‘em through,” and
we did.  On the farther side stood 8
man with a shot-gun walting for us.

“What's the damage?’ . asked Mr.
Martin,

“Twenty dollars, and not a ceni
less,” answered the farmer. Martin
paid him the money and on we went,

We reached the little town of Stev-
enson on the evening of the last day
of September—just five months from
the day we started, The second bunch
had overtaken us, and we went
through the town with' our twenty-
nine thousand odd sheep. The fog of
dust we raised nearly smothered the
town. !

1 enjoyed the whole drive, and we
all eame through in the best of health,
I found I had galned twenty pounds
in welght and never felt better.

(Signed) CHAS., TAYLOR,

The sheep came through their thon-
sand-mile drive in good condition—
much better than if they had been
“ghipped” in. Since that time many
other sheepmen have followed my ex-
ample and trailed in their sheep.—
The Wide World Magazine.

":"LITTLE INDIAN PRINCESS."

Something About Lenora Porter's Rare
Accomplishments.

“The Little Indian Princess” is the

sobriquet applied to Miss Lenora Por-

ter, the twelve-year-old daughter of

General

the Creek Indians and the wisest man

of the five civilized tribes.

Miss Porter is heiress to nearly

$1,000,000 and the most beauntiful In-

MISS LENORA PORTER,

dian child in Indian Territory, accord-
ing to upanimous vote of the photog-
raphers, She is highly accomplished
and can play and sing with the skill
of a professional. The Indians call
her princess, She fs a half-blood
Creek, She lives with her parents in
the *“white house” of the Creecks at
Okmulgee, and every spring entertains
the children of the tribe at a May
party on the eapltol grounds, where
they crown her “queen of the May.”
Pleasanton Porter has been three
times elected chief of the Creeks and
ig a wenlthy man. He I8 well edu-
«cated and says bis daughter shall have
as good and thorough an education
28 woney e¢an buy, .

An Umbrella Teunt, -
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A new umbrella tent Is now uscd
by hunters and soldiers, It has a
central pose, with sliding collar and
ribs, and is opened and closed like an
umbrella, When eclosed the canvas is
rolled around the pole, umbrella fash-
fon.

An Ornament From South Africn,

Horns of the hartbeast, an African
antelope, are capable of taking a high
polish and are much cherisbhed as or-
naments in this country. Mounted
on ebony, like thoge shown In the il-
lustration, they are bandsome in the
extreme, .. — oo -

Pleasanton Porter, chief of |

Cozy Corners Made of Leather,

Leather cozy corners have rather a
dubious sound, yet they are ecozy,
comfortable and artistic; moreover,
they are the newest thing in the decor.
ative line, The leather is buckskin,
of the softest finish and decorated
with the much-favored pyrography.
Ii you are an expert at this work you
may get up an elaborate effect at com-
paratively little cost, but if you have
to pay for the decoration as well as
' the material it is an expensive luxury,
[
|
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To make a complete ‘‘corner” the
couch should be covered with the
leather, having a conventional border
and finished on the bottom with
slashed leather to form a deep fringe.
The wall on two sides shounld be
covered to a depth of from two to
four feet, according to taste, with the
leather stamped in some decorative
style, a good idea being to represent
| scenes from Shakespeare or from
some other literary source. The
couch pillows are covered with leather
stamped with scenes to mateh, or with
monogram, coat of arms, floral or cons
ventional design, The natural color
of the leather is preferred for all of
these effects, but may be varied by a
border in olive, maroon or other con-
trasting shade. The pillows' are
finished on the edge by a lacing of
| the two sides together by a leather
{ strip. No other material is to be in-
troduced on pain of spoiling the artis-
tic idea,

The Nursery Ventilation,

The air of the nursery, which in-
cludes temperature and ventilation, is
a8 matter to which the mother and
nurse should pay the strictest atten-
tion, The temperature should never
| be above seventy degrees, aud then
; only for a premature or very young
| infant; a temperature of sixty-eight

degrees is far better and more health-
| ful, and at night it may be many de-
| grees lower. Children brought up in
close, overheated nurseries are al-
ways pale, puny, over-sensitive to
cold, and much more liable to con-
tract pulmonary disease; babies sleep
much better at night if the air in the
room is cool and fresh. During the
day the air in the nursery should be
changed as often as possible—that is,
whenever the baby is out of theroom,
Even if this happens several times a
day, take advantage of these aksences
every time and change the air, When
the baby and nurse are out for sev-
| eral hours, let the nursery air during
| the tima, closing the windows per-
| haps a half hour before they are ex-

pected to return, If, when they ar-
rive, the temperature is not quite as
high as it should be, it certainly isno
| colder than the outside air from which
the baby has just come, In this case,
until the room has its proper warmth
the baby's wraps need not be re-
moved, At night when the window
is lowered, and the air, therefore,
much cooler, protect the crib fromn
any possible draught by drawing a
sereen about it or even pinning a
sheet about the ecrib.-—Marianna
‘Wheeler, in Harper’s Bazar,
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Lamb Cutlets—The cutlets may be
| made from the fore quarter of lamb,
which is always four or five cents
| cheaper than the other part. Brush
| each cutlet over with beaten egg, roll
| in bread crnmbs and fry in Lot fat,
Serve with mint sauce,
|  Violet Vinegar—Put into & large
! glass jar one pint of violet blossoms,
| pour one quart of good vinegar over
| them, cover, and set in the sun fcr
‘ fourteen days; then strain through a
cheesecloth; pour into small bottles
and seal, Use the salad dressings,
with salt and pepper added as season-
ing.

Cress Butter—Make day previous
| and keep on ice until lancheon, Wash
| and pick over & cupful of watercress

leaves carefully, mince them very fine
| and dry in a cloth, Knead with them
| as much fresh butter as they will take
up (about a cup), add a half-teaspoon
, of salt, a small pinch of white pepper
| and form into little pats or balls., If
| preferred, this butter may be spread
upon thin slices of bread, sandwich
style.

California Snow Dessert—Soak a
| teacup of tapioca in just water enough
! to be absorbed. Cook in two cups of
‘milk; if too thick add another half-

cup, Shortly before it is done add a

half-cup of sugar and a saltspoon of
‘ salt, It should be white and creamy.

Season delicately with any preferred
| flavoring. Serve in flat sance dishes
| and place a halved pear (canned) on
| each dish and fill the cavity of the
pear with a spoon of whipped cream.

Veal Kidneys and Mushrooms
(Polish)—Trim all the fatfrom twelve
kidneys, slice them Jlengthwise into
etrips, dust with ealt and pepper, flour
them, dip in egg, erumb them, fry in
butter, browning both sides. Place
one dozen stewed spring mushrooms
in the centre of the dish; place the
kidneys around, and over all pour a
sance made of two tablespoonfuls of
mustard worked into a gill of oil and
two tablespoonfuls of good vinegar,

BEST LIFE FOR HEALTH;

Ountdoor Exercise and Its Beneficial Efe
fect on the Nerves,

The Loudon Launcet makes some ine
teresting comments on the effect of
conditions in erowded England upon
the publie health, with the Boers as
an example of the benefits aceruing
from plenty of room, simple habits
and outdoor life,

““I'he ambition of the Boer,” says
the Lancet, ‘'is to be surrounded by
80 vast a tract of Jand that he cannok
see the dwelling of his nearest neigh-
bor, Then his occupations are alt
outdoor oceupations, He must ride
enormous distances to go to church,
to do his shopping, to fetch a medieal’
man, or to png a visit, For his food
supply he depends to some extent
upon hunting, and here again we have
& health-giving oceupation, to s
nothing of the incidental fact that this
enables him to become an excellent
marksman. There is the all impor-
tant fact that he is exempt from the
health wearing trials alike of wealth
and of poverty, neither surfeited by
luxurious living nor starved for want
ol the necessities of existence.

“But what in the long run often
proves more fatal still is the terrible
strain on the nervous system due to
the want of leisure, the want of free-
dom from anxiety caused by our over-
wrought civilization, and the acute-
ness of the struggle for existence.
The Boer mind is not torn and
harassed by the ambitious hope of
wealth or the constaut dread of bank-
ruptey, of poverty, debt and starva-
tion. He feels quite safe as to the
morrow's existence. His land is uot
over-populated, but underpopulated..

‘‘He knows nothing either of our sor-
did poverty, of our overcrowding and
of all the insalubrious and degrading
conditions bred of misery that accom-
pany and put to shame our wealth,
It would not be possible to find a
‘submerged tenth’ among the Boers.
Therefore the Boers are free from
those nerve disorders that so largely
contribute to destroy the health of"
the populations in the great commer-
cial centers,

‘““‘Bven the DBoers are taller,
stronger and of A more powerful phy-
gique than the English., It is quite a
common occurrence to meet a Boer
six feet six inches in height. The
Boer who has taken to town life and-
acquired town vices may degenerate
like other people, but this is not of
frequent occurrence. Even those who
do live in towns often preserve their
primitive and simple methods of exis-
tence,”

From these considerations the Lan-
cet draws the conclusion that the ef-
forts of legislation and of philanthropy
should be directed first to the en-
deavor to get as large a section of the
population as possible back on to the
land, We should strive to make
town life as similar to country life as
possible. Therefore streets should be
as broad and houses surrounded with
a8 much open space as circnmstances
will admit.  All acoumulations of
filth which corrupt the atmosphere of
towns shonld be removed with the
utmost celevity, and the means of
communication should be so multi.
plied and reduced in cost as to en-
able townsfolk to enjoy the maximum
of exercise in the open country,

Charles Reade's Motte,

“] propose never to guess what 1
can know.” This motto was rigidly
adhered to by the author, whose love
of acenracy was so great that he
spared no pains to verify every state-
ment he desired to make in any of
hig novels; grudging no amount of
labor which he expended in the ac-
complishment of this result, He was:
an indefatigable collector of news:
paper clippings from all . nations,
which he carefully classified and ar-
ranged in many scrapbooks. Reports
of many institutions, police gazettes,
acconnts of trials and accidents, and
manifold deseriptions of all sorts were
filed away for future reference. Tha
contents of these secrapbooks were in-
dexed with great care, and from them
Charles Reade derived great satisfac:
tion; if ever any of his statements
were questioned or his facts denied,
he would turn triumphantly to his
classified scrapbooks and refute the
objections with some positive prool
cohtained therein,—Miss Ticknor, in
Truth,

The Cultivated Rubber Tree.

Native Indian gatherers, intent
only upon present gain, cannot be ex:
pected to be more thoughtful of the
future of a tree than they are of their
own, and they either cut so deep as tc¢
injure the woody fiber of the tree, o1
leave it with great gaping wounds
that cannot heal, It is inadvisable tec
draw too heavily from the tree, for
other reasons than the direct injury
that results from the loss of its life.
sustaining fluid, Owing to the soft
nature of the tree a clean incision
made in it will drain but a compara.
tively emall area before the swelling
wood closes the wound and stops the
flow. In order to drain the trees
more completely, the short-sighted
natives do not etop at making a eut,
but chop out a piece of the bark to
prevent the wound filling up. Such
an injury soon renders the strongest
tree a prey to water, fermentation,
ants and beetles that enter the wound
and get under the bark,—Modern
Mexico.

Why He Skipped Soclety News,

She had incidentally mentioned an
entertaintiont given the preceding
evening, and the chronie bachelor
said he hadn't heard of it.

“It was in all the papers,” she said
in surprise,

“But I never zead the society
news,"” he replied,

“Why not?"” she asked.

‘‘Becanse,” he answered, *‘that is
where the accoguts of weddings are
printed, and T always try to avoid the
sad things of life,”—Chicago Post. -




